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that confront their members—whether it’s 
through publishing reports, developing training 
materials or delivering important messages to 
our elected leaders. These actions require 
strong leadership, which Chief Wall has dem-
onstrated throughout his term as Chair. 

As a co-chair of the Congressional Fire 
Services Caucus, I extend my thanks to Chief 
Wall for the support he has provided to the 
Fire Caucus throughout the years. He under-
stands the importance of grassroots advocacy 
and has always offered his support to my fel-
low fire caucus co-chairs and me to help us 
advance fire service legislation through Con-
gress. 

President Abraham Lincoln once said, 
‘‘Don’t worry when you are not recognized, but 
strive to be worthy of recognition.’’ To me, 
these words describe the character of the men 
and women of our nation’s fire service. Fire-
fighters perform their mission not for recogni-
tion, but for a much higher cause: to safe-
guard the citizens of their communities. While 
Chief Wall has never sought recognition, I 
would like to take this opportunity to express 
my thanks and appreciation for his selfless 
dedication and commitment to public safety. 
He has certainly earned the right to be recog-
nized. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical 
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on 
9/4/18, I was not present in the House and un-
able to vote on Wednesday, September 5, 
2018. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 382; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 383; NAY on Roll Call No. 384; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 385. 
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HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SANTA CLARA 
VALLEY OPEN SPACE AUTHOR-
ITY 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 25th Anniversary of the Santa Clara 
Valley Open Space Authority. The OSA’s work 
helps sustain and enrich our lives and is sin-
gularly important to the well-being of future 
generations. 

The OSA was established in 1993 in re-
sponse to grassroots efforts by citizen activists 
and the public seeking to protect Santa Clara 
Valley’s natural resources. From a small agen-
cy, it expanded into a diverse organization 
with 700 currently active volunteers, serving 
areas of Santa Clara County outside the Mid 
peninsula Regional Open Space District. The 
OSA now owns and manages the Sierra Vista 
Open Space, the Rancho Canada del Oro 
Open Space, and the Coyote Ridge and Coy-
ote Valley Open Space Preserves. 

The OSA’s accomplishments over the past 
25 years are numerous and significant, involv-

ing extensive planning and collaboration with a 
variety of partners to develop foundational re-
search and planning tools that guide their 
projects and inform their work. It is the first 
public agency to receive Land Trust Alliance 
Accreditation in 2017, ensuring best practices 
and standards for professional land conserva-
tion. 

Currently, the OSA protects over 22,000 
acres of land and provides permanent protec-
tion of habitat for 25 rare and endangered 
species of wildlife and plants. The OSA is the 
first agency in California to sponsor and de-
velop a Regional Conservation Investment 
Strategy to promote the preservation of spe-
cies, habitats, and other natural resources. 

Year-round, the OSA maintains the avail-
ability of three open space preserves to the 
public and runs hundreds of different types of 
free environmental education programs for the 
public in our preserves and urban parklands. 
The OSA also provides over $10,000,000 in 
funding to over 30 Urban Open Space 
Projects throughout our jurisdiction. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House to join me in commending the Open 
Space Authority for 25 years of hard work, its 
progress in its mission of conserving the nat-
ural environment, supporting agriculture and 
connecting our communities to nature is note-
worthy. The OSA has been a key agency in 
our area to help guard our future by pre-
serving vital natural communities, and con-
necting people to nature in our beautiful Santa 
Clara Valley. 
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THE SPANISH FLAG LOWERED FOR 
THE FINAL TIME ON TEXAS SOIL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the day 
was July 21, 1821. The heat of the Texas 
summer sun beat down upon San Antonio de 
Bexar, the future site of the Battle of the 
Alamo. The flag of Imperial Spain billowed in 
the wind above the roofs of the mission town. 
This day, however, would be the final day that 
this flag would fly over Texas. 

For nearly three centuries, the Spanish gov-
erned Texas. Conquistadores, missionaries, 
and adventurers made their way to Texas, 
drawn in by the bountiful opportunities of the 
seemingly endless land. However, resistance 
against Spanish rule began to take root within 
its overseas colonies. In Texas, filibusters 
from the United States crossed into Spanish 
territory attempting to claim land loosely con-
trolled by Spanish royal forces. Mexico caught 
the fever of revolution, and by the early 
1800’s, certain individuals, including Father 
Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, were promoting re-
sistance to aspects of Spanish rule. 

To make matters worse, Spain was forced 
to cede Louisiana as a result of the Napole-
onic Wars at home to France, who then sold 
it to President Thomas Jefferson and the 
United States. 

Eventually, the pressure became too great 
from within, and the Mexican War of Inde-
pendence began in 1810. Revolutionaries, 
both Hispanic and Anglos, living across Span-
ish Mexico took up arms in open revolt against 
the Spanish occupiers. In Texas, Jose 

Bernardo Gutierrez de Lara and Augustus W. 
Magee captured Nacodoches, La Bahia, and 
San Antonio, the capital of Spanish Texas at 
the time, and proclaimed Texas an inde-
pendent nation in 1813. Despite their early 
success, the group eventually was defeated 
decisively by Spanish forces, thus keeping 
Texas under Spain’s control. 

However, the days of Spanish rule were 
numbered, and eventually the independence 
movement in Mexico under Agustin de lturbide 
and Vicente Guerrero successfully drove the 
Spanish from Mexican shores once and for all. 
Mexico would officially become an inde-
pendent nation on July 21, 1821. Having pro-
vided resistance against Spanish rule, Texas 
remained a part of an independent Mexico 
until the Texas Revolution fifteen years later. 

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to honor the 
state’s history. The Spanish flag is one of the 
Six Flags over Texas, part of the rich tapestry 
of the state’s history, and this event rep-
resents an important moment in the history of 
our nation. And that is just the way it is. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I was unable to 
be present during roll call vote numbers 386, 
387, 388, 389, 390, 391, and 392 on Sep-
tember 6, 2018, due to recent surgery. I would 
like to reflect how I would have voted: 

On roll call vote no. 386 I would have voted 
NO. 

On roll call vote no. 387 I would have voted 
NO. 

On roll call vote no. 388 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 389 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 390 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 391 I would have voted 
YES. 

On roll call vote no. 392 I would have voted 
NO. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. LAWRENCE CATHO-
LIC CHURCH 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize St. Lawrence Catholic Church of Green-
ville, Illinois, on the occasion of its 150th anni-
versary. 

St. Lawrence began as a mission of the 
Mother of Dolors in the 1850s but the first 
mass wasn’t celebrated until 1868. At that 
time the congregation consisted of just a 
dozen families without an assigned priest. 
Eventually, the faithful were rewarded with a 
parish of their own in 1877, under the patron-
age of St. Lawrence the Martyr. The first 
church was erected a year later. A resident 
priest began to occupy the parochial residence 
in 1895, and shortly thereafter land for the 
church’s cemetery was purchased. 
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In 1910, a fire destroyed the church shortly 

after the arrival of father John Enright, who 
went on to serve as St. Lawrence’s pastor for 
47 years. The congregation quickly set to work 
rebuilding and two years later a new church 
was dedicated, serving the congregation until 
a new church replaced it in 1994. In the in-
terim, a rectory was added as well as a 
confraternity school. 

To celebrate St. Lawrence’s important mile-
stone, the church held a ‘‘Mass in the Grass,’’ 
followed by a time capsule ceremony. Musi-
cians performed during the celebration, which 

included activities, games, food, and a good 
deal of fellowship. 

Mr. Speaker, since its start, St. Lawrence 
has had a strong presence in Greenville and 
been a focal point for the religious and spir-
itual needs of the community. I want to wish 
its pastor, Father Alan Hunter, and parish-
ioners of St. Lawrence Catholic Church, the 
very best as they celebrate 150 years of serv-
ice. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 7, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, due to tropical 
storm Gordon, which impacted my district on 
9/4/18, I was not present in the House and un-
able to vote on Tuesday September 4, 2018. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 380 and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 381. 
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